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MR. CHARLES  WHIBLEY has pub-
lished, through the University Press,
the Leslie Stephen Lecture delivered
by him at Cambridge.    It was a good lecture,
if rather permeated with Mr. Whibley's politi-
cal cranks ; and its chief object is to show that
Macaulay and other critics have been hopelessly
astray in describing Swift as a low and beastly
ruffian   who   hated  human  society and  was
emphatically unfit for it.

Mr. Whibley is, of course, right. Macaulay
and Thackeray were completely wrong. I
do not think it is quite just to say that
Macaulay's opinion was founded on Whig
prejudices : far more probably it arose from
sheer disgust at Swift's frequent filthiness, and
from misapprehension of his custom of repre-
senting men, when he was attacking them, as
larded with all the disagreeable concomitants of
the sty. But vilely as he abused mankind,
and habituated though he may have become
to exaggerated invective, his first impulse
was an idealistic one. He detested men, not
because they were men, but because they were
not the men they might be. When he called